Discussion Tx Government           Due November 18, 2020 9:00 p.m. Central Time 

This is the assignment for Chapter 4.

Political parties are another important linkage institution between the people and the political system. Chapter 4 describes how political parties help link us to the political system. The text explains how individuals develop an ideology through the socialization process and how parties appeal to these ideological views to garner support so they can gain power to enact their political agendas. The chapter also provides an historical account of the parties, how they are currently organized, the groups that tend to support them and how they help organize the government once they gain power.

Below are links to articles that will help solidify the information you read in chapter 4.You should check these links to learn more about the party system in Texas.

Organizational strengths and weakness are a primary consideration in any analysis, but other factors (some related to the level of organization) will have an impact as well. First, state laws governing elections influence the role political parties will play. The party's functions to recruit and nominate candidates are influenced by state laws that create a open primary https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/primary-types.aspx in Texas. This creates a system that makes it easier for individuals to run for office and vote in a primary than in other states (like Connecticut and New York) that require a formal registration process to become a party member (read this   Subnational Nomination and American Political Parties.pdf Subnational Nomination and American Political Parties.pdf - Alternative Formats Subnational Nomination article.pdf article for an overview of the roles of parties in campaigns at the state level).

Second, the dominance of one party in the state https://news.utexas.edu/2016/07/15/the-problem-with-a-one-party-state-government-in-texas/ affects the role of parties in Texas. The primary election becomes very important and should be carefully considered when assessing the role of the dominant party in a campaign. Factors like incumbency will often limit the competition in a primary race and discourage participation. The primary may also lead to fierce competition among party factions when no incumbent is running, and may draw more extreme candidates that will work to court primary voters who tend to be party activists with a propensity toward ideological purity (see the Tea Party movement's role in primary elections). https://journalistsresource.org/studies/politics/elections/tea-party-movement-2010-midterm-elections/ 

Finally, any analyst of the influence of a political party in a campaign should consider its effort to get out or discourage the vote. It's a well established fact the political success is about mobilization and agitation. Information about particular party efforts for each election or race may be difficult to find, but should be noted anytime it is available. Often times, reports on a particular race will mention organizational efforts to encourage (phone banks https://isps.yale.edu/node/16698 and microtargeting https://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/21/us/politics/campaigns-use-microtargeting-to-attract-supporters.html ) or discourage voting (voter ID bills https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2014/11/16/1345016/-Voter-Suppression-did-the-Trick-in-Texas ).


Select an issue from Table 4-4 on page 96 and discuss how the political cultures introduced in Chapter 1 could lead to the position taken by the 2 major political parties. How do your cultural views lead you to react to the positions taken by the political parties?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Instructions for Discussions: 
Minimum 25 complete sentences. CITE BOOK AND OR VIDEOS 
NO PLAGIARIZING!!

SafeAssign check will automatically be performed on all written assignments including discussion forum posts. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student submitting plagiarized work will receive an “F” in the course and appropriate action will be taken by the professor to have the student expelled from the University. Any citation of Wikipedia or Wiki source on any assignment in this course (including discussion posts) will result in an automatic score of “0” for the assignment.   


Textbook: 

Texas Politics: Ideal and Reality, Enhanced , 13th Edition
Charldean Newell; David F. Prindle; James Riddlesperger
ISBN-10: 0-357-12988-1
ISBN-13: 978-0-357-12988-3
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